Massive intraoperative pulmonary embolism.
Intraoperative massive pulmonary embolism is extremely rare. We describe such a case in a patient treated for a prolonged period preoperatively with intravenous heparin after an acute myocardial infarction and unsuccessful attempt at angioplasty, emphasizing that the problem should be borne in mind to facilitate expeditious and appropriate management. A clue to the diagnosis is interruption of venous return that is not due to a kink in the cannulae.